Native American shows
Indigenous Australians

how to preserve language

Arapaho Nativa American anthropology Professor Stephen Neyocooset Greymoming visited Muurrbay
Wm, Mambucca Heads, recently as part of & Board of Studies worksh
batter taaching techniquas with local experts. Pictured (from leff) ts Board of Studies curriculum
officer Susan Poelsch, Muuibay Languaga Centre teachars and linguisis Pauline Hoolar, Michaal Jarmatt,
Dallas Walker, Gary Williams, Dinvid Prossar, Julle Long, chairman Ken Walkor
and Profassor Grymoaning.

BY JESSICA WELSH

Preserving indigenous languapges is an
important goal for teachers at Nambucca's
Muurrhay Language Centro.

However, developing eflective techniques to
keep the Innguage alive s the challenge, according
to Professor Stephen Meyooxet Greymoming — a
Mative American anthropolopist and Hinoeinit
man who recently visited Muorrbay.

Professor Greymorning, from the University of
Montana, USA, worked with the Australian Board
of Studies (BOS) office and local langunge centres
to develop indigenous langunge programs, o
ensure o high standard of teaching.

Teachers and lhmﬁa-tli:t Muurrbuy took part
ina BOS workshop with professor on March 13,
to establish mmﬂfm' wn:ratutaad:.md tha local
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In maost indipenous language centres, anpuing
over correct pronunciation or word usage was the
greatest factor slowing down i|1'.2-]:.]1.1"2na:e'rueﬂ:il:-cnu
process, Professor Greymorning

“People spend more time arguing about the
right and wrong way to speak the langunge,
ingtead of getting out to newer spepkers,” he said.

“Meanwhile, all the are dying out.”

Professor Greymorning developed broak-
through methodelogy in teaching languages, called
the Weeelarated Second Languame Aoquisition’.

While the methodolgy was created in his Native
Arapaho language, Professor Greymorming wos
confident in ita adaptability to Aboriginal
language

His technigue was based on engaging the brain,
using problem-solving, rather than simply
it to memory to learn a language.
Nambucea High ond Bowraville Central
schools intreduced BOS Aboriginal language
gyllabus into their class curriculums over the past
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few years, ;

Muurrbay Language Contre facilitated with
teaching students the criterin, which included
listoning, speaking, wriling, FecOImising grammar
and studving culture b and.

Nambucea Heads Hi wnal provided what it
balieves to be the first -endorsed course for |
Gumbayngirr language at higher school certificate |
(HEC) leval.

BOS Abariginal curreulum officer Sue Pootsch |
said anecdotal evidence showed Aboriginal |
students were more engaged at school whero |
Aboriginal studies was practised; and maore local |
schools were creating more opportunities for
indi us corriculums.

hile eultural barriers were slowly being
broken down in Australin, Professor Greymorning
gaid thers waos still resistance and criticism in
Amaricn about learning native language.

“Some chanpes are slowly being made to these
attitodes,” he sad.

“Buk they are not coming fast enough, becauss
the languge is dying out.”

More tham G00 distinét languages and
hundreds more dinlocts ressnated throuo
ancient Americn, "

Mowadays, that number had diminished to
gome 170 tribal lenpusges with at least 250
combined dialects, Professor Greymorning aaid.

In Australia the numbers were similar,
Muurrbay Language Centre teacher Gary
Williams eaid.

Professor Greymorning grew up learning his
native tangue of the Arapaho tribe — one of the
oldest Isnguoge groups in Nerth America.

He sta his career in ing language
and culture when he convinced Walt Disney
studins to translate Bambi into native language.

The film was o suceess and encouraged
communitics to learn netive Inngongess.




